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About the Conference
OEliminating the Achievement Gap: Education is a Civil RightO

Purpose

It is the mission of the Black Educators’ Alliance of Massachusetts to provide support to Black Educators and to
improve academic performance of all children, but particularly, students of color. Through various professional
development opportunities, BEAM promotes excellence in teaching, leading and in student academic proficiency by
sharing and modeling best practices in education.

This conference "Eliminating the Achievement Gap: Education is a Civil Right" is designed to remind us of the
crucial role that education has and continues to play in our progress and advancement as African Americans and how
much sacrifice was made by our forefathers and mothers to ensure we had equal access to a quality education. It is also
intended to inspire us to dream bigger and achieve more at this historic moment in our history as we witnessed the
swearing in of our country's first Black president, Barack Obama. But most importantly, we want conference
participants to be spurred on to take what they learn and act on behalf of Black and Hispanic students to eliminate the
inequities that perpetuate the gap between them and their White and Asian peers. Conference presenters will challenge
us to abandon deficit ways of thinking about student capabilities and provide historical perspectives and insights and
strategies for using students' cultural and linguistic assets as foundations upon which to strengthen their literacy skills.
Building on last year's theme, conference presenters will also highlight effective data practices that both inform
instruction and help teachers know whether student achievement is improving. Ultimately, our hope is that conference
participants will emerge from these thought-provoking, culturally relevant and engaging workshops motivated and
armed with effective classroom and school strategies that will yield better results for their students.

Keynoters
Saturday, March 14, 2009

Opening Plenary Session 8:4510:10am

Dr. Rudy Crew named the 2008 National Superintendent of the Year by the American Association
of School Administrators, recently served as the Superintendent of the Miami-Dade County Public
Schools, the nation’s fourth-largest school district. During his 25+ years as an educator, he has
excelled as a teacher, principal, and superintendent. Prior to his superintendency in Miami-Dade
County, he served 5 years as Chancellor of the New York City Public Schools, the nation’s largest
school system and as superintendent or Deputy Superintendent in Tacoma, Sacramento, and
t Boston. One of the nation’s top educators, he has also taught at the Harvard Graduate School of

Education, California State University, and Lesley University. Dr. Crew has served as Director of
District Reform Initiatives at the Stupski Foundation and as Executive Director of the Institute for K—12 Leadership. He
is the recipient of many awards, including recognition for his work in closing the student achievement/access gap. Dr.
Crew is a fearless advocate for students and has the courage to speak truth to power. He authored the book Only
Connect The Way to Save Our Schoolgescribed by renowned educators as a book of common sense, uncommon
wisdom, and a wise prescription for revitalizing our public schools. BEAM is honored to have Dr. Crew as a keynote
speaker.

Closing Plenary Session 3:3@:45pm

Betty Seabrook Burneyurrently serves on the Duval County School Board in Florida. She holds
an undergraduate degree from the University of Miami and a Master of Arts in Public
Administration from Northern Illinois University. For 14 years she served as owner/director of
Kidsville Learning Center, Inc. where she developed a cutting edge curriculum that prepared
students academically and socially for school success. She is the former Executive Director of The
Project Reach Foundation, Inc. which was formed to assist 33 academically challenged schools in
Jacksonville, FL. The Foundation offered flagship programs that successfully empowered parents
and students. Currently, Ms. Burney is an education consultant for TPG, Inc., and Seabrook and
Associates. Ms. Burney is the author of the book "If These Chains Could Talk" and is a frequent
volunteer at the Duval County jail where she serves as a motivational mentor for incarcerated youth. She understands
intimately the correlation between the achievement/access gap and the ‘pipeline to prison’ syndrome. BEAM is proud to
present Betty Seabrook Burney as a keynote speaker.




About the Presenters and Workshops

Saturday, March 14, 2009

Workshop Seies | 10:15amb 12:00pm
(See below descriptions)

Workshop Series Il 1:30 B3:15pm
(All workshops repeat in the afternoon)

A. Freedom for Literacy and Literacy for
Freedom D Dr. Theresa Perry traces the history of
the African American philosophy of education,
linking the struggle for freedom to the struggle for
literacy/education. These struggles form the context
for understanding the philosophical underpinnings
and the historical antecedents of the contemporary
movement to define education as a civil right. Dr.
Perry is Professor of Africana Studies and Education
at Simmons College. An activist and scholar, Dr.
Perry is the author of Young, Gifted and Blackand
an active member of community organizations, as
well as the founder of Race, Culture, Identity, &
Achievement Seminars.

B. Building on the Cultural and Linguistic
Strengths of Young Children of ColorBDr. Terry
Meier discusses the powerful cultural and linguistic
strengths that young children of color bring to the
classroom and the importance of using these
strengths to build literacy skills. Based on research
and practice, Dr. Meier presents teaching strategies
that are effective in engaging the linguistic and
cultural strengths of children. Dr. Meier is an
Associate Professor in the Language and Literacy
Department at Wheelock College and the author of
Black Communications and Learning to Read
She also provides professional development to
teachers.

C. Achieving Success from All...In Math® Mr.
Filiberto Santiago-Lezardi is widely recognized as
an accomplished teacher and leader. Having earned
advance degrees in both mechanical engineering and
education, he has taught at the middle, high school
and college levels. Known as a master teacher,
he serves as a Teacher Mentor for the MA Dept. of
Elementary and Secondary Education and is the
recipient of many honors and awards. This workshop
will present effective instruction and pedagogy for
teaching mathematics. Participants will learn to
problem solve by identifying different thinking
strategies and choosing the method that best
suits their mathematical instinct. The "Workshop
Model" will engage the audience in using processes
and actions to solve problems.

D. Engaging Adolescents of Color in Powerful
Literacy Development B Ms. Kimberly Park er
shares her research and practice in developing high
levels of literacy in adolescents of color. Ms. Parker
is an outstanding teacher whose Boston high school
students have excelled in literacy through her
practices of building relationships and using texts that
engage students. While teaching English at New
Mission High, Ms. Parker is completing her doctorate
at the University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign and is
offering professional development to other teachers.

E. 1tOs Not About Numbers, 1tOs Abbliearning:
Utilizing Data to Drive Instruction BMs. Karene-
Sean Hinesfocuses on the key questions in student
learning: how do I know what students need to be
taught, and once taught, how do I know they have
learned the material? An accomplished teacher, Ms.
Hines draws on research and practice to present
practical strategies and methods that teachers can use
to improve their use of data to increase student
learning.  Ms. Hines is an 8th grade English
Language Arts teacher at the James P. Timilty
Middle School in Roxbury, MA. and a National
Board Certified Teacher who has mentored other
teachers through the rigorous process. Prior to
becoming a teacher, Ms. Hines practiced law and
served as an Assistant District Attorney, and later
became Chief Enforcement Counsel, for the
Massachusetts Division of Insurance. She made a
mid-career change to become a teacher and is
currently a doctoral candidate at Umass -Boston.

F. Diverse English Language Learners in the
Black Community D Dr. Danielle Carrigo reminds
us that the Black student community in Boston is
highly diverse and that each group brings unique
linguistic strengths and educational needs to the
classroom. There are African American, Haitian,
Black Latinos, Cape Verdean, Somali, Liberian, and
others. This presentation will provide a history of
languages and language education in the US, review
the linguistic strengths and needs of Black students,
and offer specific proven suggestions for teaching
and learning. Danielle Carrigo began her teaching
career in South Central Los Angeles, as a charter
member of Teach for America. She holds a doctorate
from the Harvard Graduate School of Education and
has a wealth of administrative experience. Currently
she consults for districts around the nation on ELLs,
school design and college preparation for urban
students.



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
AT A GLANCE

Saturday, March 14, 2009

8:00 - 8:45am Continental Breakfast & Registration

8:45 - 10:10am Opening Plenary Session

10:15 - 12:00pm Workshop Series |

12:00 - 1:30pm Scholarship Awards Luncheon

1:30 - 3:15pm Workshop Series Il

3:30 - 4:45pm Closing Plenary Session

Black EducatorsO Alliance of
Massachusetts

P.O.Box 191014

Roxbury, MA 02119

Don® Miss This Conference!

Eliminating the Achievement Gap:
Education isa Civil Right

Directions to the Seaport Hotel
200 Seaport Blvd., Boston

From Public Transportation:

From South Station, take the MBTA Silver Line to World
Trade Center Station. Proceed to the second level and exit
onto World Trade Center Ave. The Seaport Hotel will be
ahead on the right.

From Points West via F90:

Follow the Massachusetts Turnpike/Interstate 90 East to
Exit 25 — South Boston. At the top of the ramp, bear left
towards Seaport Boulevard. At the first set of lights,
proceed straight onto East Service Road. At the next set of
lights, take a right onto Seaport Boulevard.

From Point South via 1-93:

From 1-93 toward Boston, take Exit 20. Follow the signs to
“I- 90 East”. Take the first tunnel exit to “South Boston”.
At the first set of lights at the top of the ramp, proceed
straight onto East Service Road. At the next set of lights,
take a right onto Seaport Boulevard.

From Points North via [-93:

Heading southbound on Interstate 93 Boston, take Exit 23,
Purchase Street and move into the left lane. At the top of
the ramp, take a left turn onto Evelyn Moakley
bridge/Seaport Boulevard. Follow Seaport Boulevard for
approximately .8 miles.

Please Note: In lieu of parking in Seaport garage,
lower-priced parking is available at nearby street
level parking lots!



This year online registrationand

BEAM Conference Registration Form paymentwill be available, starting
2/20/09, at www.beamass.otg

Pre-registration must be either postmarked or
completed on-line by Monday, March 2, 2009

Seaport Hotel ¥ Boston, Massachusetts

Saturday, March 14, 2009 8:00anib4:45pm

Thereafter all registration is at the on-site rate.
(Please note that on-site registrants cannot be
guaranteed workshop or meal selection)

Registration: 8:00am — 8:45am

Registration forms must be accompanied by full
payment with checks made payable to B.E.A.M.

Workshop Series | and Il— In eachseries, please mark selection in order of preference (1, 2, 3, or 4)
Workshop Series | 10:15 am- 12:00 pm Workshop Series Il 1:30- 3:15 pm
(A)Freedom for Literacy and Literacy for (A)Freedom for Literacy and Literacy for
FreedonbDr. Theresa Perry FreedonbDr. Theresa Perry
(B) Building on the Cultural and Linguistic (B) Building on the Cultural and Linguistic
Strengths of Young Children ofColor- Strengths of Young Children ofColor-
Dr. Terry Meier Dr. Terry Meier
(C)Achieving Success from All...In Mathb (Q Achieving Success from All...In Mathb
Mr. Filiberto Santiago-Lezardi Mr. Filiberto SantiagelLezardi
(D Engaging Adolescents of Color in (D Engaging Adolescents of Color in
Powerful Literacy Developmentb Powerful Literacy Developmentb
Ms. Kimberly Parker Ms. Kimberly Parker
E) 1tOs Not Aout Numbers, 1tOs About E) 1tOs Not About Numbers|tOs About
Learning: Utilizing Data to Drive Learning: Utilizing Data to Drive
InstructionBMs. Karene-Sean Hines InstructionBMs. Karene-Sean Hines
€) English Language Learners in the Black €) English Language Learners in the Black
Community BDr. Danielle Carrigo Community BDr. Danielle Carrigo
Luncheon Selection(select one) ___ (chicken) (vegetarian)

Payment/Conference Fees:

After March 2 on-site registration. EEEEEEEE.. EEEEEEEEEES 115. 00
High SchoolStudentsS.EEEEEEE............ccccciiciiit coiiiiieee e 2500
Please Print

Last Name, First, M.I.:

Address:

City: Zip Code:

Work Location: Position:

Phone #: () E-Mail: Fax:

Please send Registration Form and remittance to:
BEAM Conference Committee
P.0.Box 191014
Roxbury, MA 02119

For information or questions, please call (617) 28842, (617) 445886 or (617) 29¢1413.



